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Report  l ists  most  f requent ly  c i ted standards – Scaf folding,  hazard com-
municat ion and fa l l  protect ion are once again among the most  f requent ly 
c i ted standards by OSHA, reports  Safety  & Health magazine.

The latest  report  ranks the standards OSHA most  of ten used in 2006 to
smack v iolators  with c i tat ions.

They are:
Scaf folding 
Hazard communicat ion 
Fal l  protect ion 
Respirator y protect ion 
Lockout / tagout 
Powered industr ia l  t rucks 
Electr ica l  wir ing
Machine guarding 
Ladders
Electr ica l
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GAO WANTS MORE CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT
Occupational safety

on the list
It might be a good idea to review 

workplace regulations and other gov-
ernment activities to ensure workplace 
safety is being provided, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office suggested in 
a report to Congress last month.

The report laid out for members of 
Congress several areas within the gov-
ernment that GAO believes are in need 
of oversight, one of which is workplace 
safety. Driving the need is the changing 
nature of work and dramatic changes in 
the workforce itself. It’s important for 
government regulations and other ac-
tivities to reflect these changing condi-
tions, it said.

Key areas GAO suggested for oversight: 
Determine how well OSHA’s enforce-
ment program has adapted to changes
in the workforce.
Assess the effectiveness of OSHA’s re-
cent efforts to assist employers in im-
proving the safety and health of work-
ers. 
Examine the impact of recent efforts by 
the Mine Safety and Health Administra-
tion to protect the safety and health of 
mine workers. 
Assess the preparedness of federal
agencies to protect their employees in
emergencies, while relying on a multi-
sector workforce to perform its essen-
tial operations and return to normal
operations.

Source: Safety Currents Express
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